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Abstract:

The study aimed to address the following question: What is the nature of the image formed in the minds
of the Egyptian audience, both elites and the general public, about Spain, and what are the sources of
its formation?

The theoretical framework of the study relied on the image approach. The study employed a survey
method and used a questionnaire as a data collection tool. The study sample included 160 members of
the Egyptian public aged 18-60 years and a sample of 60 individuals from the Egyptian political and
media elite.

The findings from the elite sample revealed that “cities and tourist destinations” were among the most
important areas of interest for obtaining information about Spain, at a rate of 81.7%. The results also in-
dicated that “social media” was the primary source through which the elite acquired information about
Spain, at a rate of 63.3%. Additionally, the majority of the elite (76.7%) believed that Spanish cinema
and drama played a role in shaping Spain’s image. The findings confirmed that Spain is fully capable of
hosting sports and artistic events, as 73.3% of the elite agreed. Moreover, 91.3% of the elite affirmed that
Spain enjoys good foreign relations with Egypt, reflecting a positive image of Spain among the Egyptian
elite and emphasizing the strength of Egyptian-Spanish relations across various fields. Furthermore,
88.3% of the elite expressed admiration for the Spanish government’s stance on recognizing the Pales-
tinians’ right to establish their own state, highlighting Spain’s balanced and close political relations with
Arab countries and its historical support for Arab rights and the Palestinian cause.

The results from the general public sample showed that 80% of the respondents had partial knowledge
about Spain. “Cities and tourist destinations” ranked as the most important area of interest for obtaining
information about Spain, at a rate of 68.8%. “Social media” was identified as the primary source of in-
formation about Spain for the general public, at a rate of 86.3%. The study revealed that the majority of
respondents (76.3%) believed that Spanish cinema and drama played a positive role in building Spain’s
image. Additionally, 90.1% of the respondents believed that Spain is capable of hosting major sports
and artistic events, reflecting its positive image among the Egyptian public. Moreover, 69.4% of the re-
spondents supported the Spanish government’s stance on recognizing the Palestinians’ right to establish
their state, reflecting the Egyptian public’s interest in the Palestinian cause and its appreciation of Spain’s

supportive positions.

Keywords: Spain - Mental Image - Egyptian Audience - Elite - General Public
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