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Abstract:
Starting from the significant role of electronic games in shaping cultural perceptions of races and re-
ligions, this study focuses on understanding and interpreting the portrayal of Arabs and Muslims in

foreign (non-Arab) electronic games. It employs a qualitative research methodology.
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This study analyzed the positive and negative aspects of the portrayal of Arabs and Muslims in electron-
ic games. It also explored the themes representing them and examined the explicit and implicit messag-
es conveyed about Arabs and Muslims. Using Roland Barthes’ Semiotic analysis approach, a carefully
selected sample of five electronic game images was analyzed, ensuring they contained all necessary

features and elements.

The study concluded several findings regarding the positive attributes of Arabs and Muslims in these
games. Among these are their depiction as strong characters with pride in their culture and heritage,
along with a clear association with their Islamic religious identity. The desert environment was also
used as a symbol of resilience and challenge, reflecting the ability of Arabs and Muslims to adapt and

harmonize with harsh natural conditions.

On the other hand, the study revealed several negative attributes of Arabs and Muslims as portrayed in
the imagery of these games. They were depicted as bloodthirsty military figures exploiting their author-
ity to overthrow anyone who disagrees with them. They were also portrayed as aggressive and extremist
characters. Additionally, in some contexts, they appeared as wealthy individuals obsessed with money
and power, using their wealth and authority to serve their interests without regard for moral or human

values.

The key messages and meanings conveyed about Arabs and Muslims in these games depict them as
inclined toward violence and extremism to achieve their political and personal goals, disregarding in-
ternational laws and human rights. This portrayal frames them as a threat to international security,
warranting Western intervention to address this threat. Such a narrative perpetuates the stereotype that
Arabs and Muslims require external intervention to resolve their problems and portrays the West as the
sole power capable of establishing order, justice, and stability in the region. Additionally, Arabs’ attach-
ment to their identity and heritage is, in some contexts, negatively framed, suggesting primitiveness,

backwardness, and an inability to develop or adapt to modernity.

Key words: Semiotic Analysis - Arabs and Muslims - Electronic Games - Image analysis.
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