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Abstract:

The study aimed to identifty how electronic newspapers address tourism topics in three Arab
newspapers, Al-Ahram in Egypt, al-Riyadh in Saudi Arabia and al-Ittihad in United Arab Emir-
ates, during November 2023. The sample accounted 102 editorial materials, depending on the
media survey and comparison methodology, using the questionnaire tool, and based on Agenda
Setting theory. The coverage in both Riyadh and Ahram newspapers was approximately similar

in rate of coverage, whereas Al-Ittihad came in third place, with a significant difference.
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The three newspapers were highly concerned by tourism topics in terms of area of coverage.
Regarding the number of words in headlines, Al-Ahram newspaper is significantly higher than
the other two newspapers, the study showed that the UAE newspaper outperformed the imag-
es, using them in all its published materials. and the study emphasized that not all newspapers
employed all kinds of illustrations, nor benefited from any type of multimedia and the study
agreed with previous studies in the prominence of news followed by the report in tourism cov-
erage. Moreover, the study newspapers concurred to rely on the editor as first rank. While the
sources varied within the journalistic material, as Al-Ahram newspaper used the experts in the
first place, while Riyadh newspaper depended on politicians and chairpersons as sources, who
are members of the ruling class. On the other hand, Al-Ittihad newspaper did not utilize experts
at all. Besides, the coverage of new projects were ranked the highest coverage in Al-Ahram and
Riyadh, The study recommended the use of new journalistic genres such as live broadcasting,
info graphs, the use of artificial intelligence technologies, utilizing multimedia such as video and
audio files in publicity for tourist places, optimal usage of illustrations, better consideration of

investigative and interpretative coverage, and intensifying opinion articles.

Keywords: Tourism coverage - Electronic newspapers- Arab newspapers - Agenda setting the-
ory
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