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A Snapshot of What Americans Know About Science

% of U.S. adults answering each question correctly
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Science Knowledge Varies by Education
and Demographic Factors
Mean nuonber of correct answers
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Americans now split over whether government should
take steps to restrict false information online;
majority continue to say tech companies should do so

% of U.S. adults who say ...

The U.S, government

Tech companies
_— should take steps to . -
restrict false info online, even as 56 59
if it limits freedom of info i

Freedom of info should be a 30
protected., ever f it m 3T Sle ]
Foa b P 't »ublished 58%

18 21 18 21
MNote: R ndents who did not give an an: 1ot 1 r
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Partisan divisions have widened over role of
sovernment, tech firms in restricting misinformation

% of U.S. adults who say ...

The U.S. government should take Tech companies should take

steps to restrict false info online, steps to restrict false info online,
even if it limits freedom of info even if it limits freedom of info
76
Dem//Lean Dem a5 /
s0
A O —
O
TR — 3T
_— 28

Rep/Lean Rep

18

Note: Respondents who did not give an answer are ne howr
Soure Survey conducted July Z26-Aug. 8, 2021
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Six-in-ten Christians, ‘nones’ hold at least one New Age belief

Believe spiritual energy

can be located Believe in  Believe in Believe in
in physical things psychics reincarnation  astrology NET Believe in at least one
AllUS. adults 42% 41% 23% 2o% e2%
Christian 37 40 29 26 it
Protestant 32 a8 26 2
s - i o
Mainline 43 a4 DT 0 |
Historically black 4 43 38 2
Catholic a7 a6 36 33 B
Unaffiliated a7 40 a8 32 [ 62 ]
Atheist 13 BT I S U 2> |
Agnostic 40 31 T2 1
e % e .

Source: Survey conducted Dec. 4-18, 2017, among U.S. adults.
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U.S. adults who say they are neither religious nor spiritual tend to reject New Age beliefs

Believe spiritual energy
canbe located  Believein Believein  Believe in
Among those who identify as... in physical things  psychics reincamation astrology NET Believe in at least one

... teligious and spiritual 41% 43% 33% 29%
e

.. spiritual but not religious 60 54 45 39
... nelther religious nor spiritual 28 27 2 19 KN

Note: Respondents were asked two separate questions: “To what extent do you consider yourselfa RELIGIOUS person? Are
you very religious, somewhat religious, not too religious, not at all religious?” and “To what extent do you consider yourself a
SPIRITUAL person? Are you very spiritual, somew hat spiritual, not too spiritual, not at all spiritual?” The table shows combined
results from both questions. Respondents are categorized as “religious” if they describe themselves as “very religious” or
*somewhat religious,” and they are categorized as "spiritual” if they describe themselves as “very spiritual” or *somewhat
spiritual.”

Source: Survey conducted Dec. 4-18, 2017, among U.S. adults.
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w.:lmerl more likely than men to affirmm New Agzse beliefs

Believe spiritual eneray

can be located Belicwe in Believe in Believe in :
in physical thinggs psychics reincarnation astrology NET Believe in at least one
Men B =ane =79 20% | e e —— :
MWormen ae a7 39 37 I H
Ames 18 20 as a2 =] 32 | es | i
20490 as a1 25 =4 T :
Sosa az a2 =34 27 :
BS =3 36 22 21 | Sa | H
e school or less az az 39 33 = -
Some collcge as . as . za 3 H
College graduate an =a -a 22 l == | H
White as a0 =z 26 S i
Black as as as 39 I :
Hispanic s5 a3 a7 30 H
Republicans/lean Rep. 34 39 26 2a | s ] H
Democraty ean Den. a7 an as 232> H
Mote: Whites and blacks include only non Hispanics. Hispanics can be of any race. H
Source: Survey conducted Dec. 4 18, 2017. ameng U.S. aduls. :
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Majorities within each demographic group now say tech companies should restrict
false information
% of U.S. adults who say ...

Freedom of info should U.S. govt. should take | Freed of info should Tech i hould
be d even if it steps to restrict false be protected, even if it  take steps to restrict
means false info can be  info online, even if it | means false info can be false info online, even if it
published limits freedom of info published limits freedom of info
2021

Ages 18-29 53% 43% 41% 58%

30-49 48 50 39 59

50-64 50 48 38 60

65+ 49 48 40 57

Men 56 43 44 55

Women 44 52 35 62

High school or less 48 49 38 60

Some college 53 44 43 55

College+ 48 51 38 61

2018

Ages 18-29 685 31 56 42

30-49 62 35 47 52

50-64 53 42 33 64

B85+ 48 48 34 64

Men 63 34 46 52

Women 53 43 39 59

High school or less 44 50 37 61

Some college &4 33 46 51

College+ 68 30 46 53

spondents who did not

ve an answer are not shown.

srvey conducted July 26-Aug. 8, 2021
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